An evening of
Patsy Cline

Sold out concert event
commemorates music legend

By Travis I Sivart
Michael Snider, president of
Westmoreland Players Theatre, wel-

' comed the sold out house to the theatre,

' thanking everyone for coming before
introducing the band. The stage lights
came up the crowd hushed as the drum-
mer, Mike Hockaday, announced Patsy
Hockaday's entrance. A woman strutted
onto the stage, her bright red shirt with
white tassels — matching her white hair
with a red accent - moving and swaying
as she broke into a rendition of “Back in
Baby’s Arms” by Patsy Cline. Her energy

"and talent captured the audience imme-
diately.

After the opening number, Patsy
(her birth name) Hockaday joked about
the pressure of a full house, and then
explained the concept of the show for
the evening. “I want to take you on a
journey of a classic country music fan.”
she explained, and continued by saying.
“I hope you leave here with a greater
appreciation.” Patsy went on to tell folks
that she doesn’t sound like Patsy Cline,
because no one sounds like Patsy Cline.
She told a bit of history of the country
music icon, talking about Cline’s parents
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and childhood. and how Chine audi-
tioned at the Grand Ol Oprv at the age of
16 but never received a call back She then
began our musical journev with Cline’s
1957 hit, “Walkin"After Midnght ™

The band consisted of Patsy Hockaday
as lead vocals; her husband Mike Hockaday
jon drums and vocals; Donald Hockaday
on bass guitar and vocals; Jeff Wadford on
lead guitar; Bobby Edenton on steel guitar
land vocals; and Stephanie Randall situng in
for Billy Rupprecht on kevboard. Together Band members from left to right
they make a dazzling addition to the countryeff Wadtord, Stephanie Randall.

music scene. Patsy Hockaday, Mike Hockaday,

I- Patsy danced across the stage as she  ponald Hockaday and mpp,%%" Y ZA@JQN
sang, moving with an enthusiasm that spoke : i
of someone who is more than a performer, '© recouc*:?lt' the last days °§ Patsy Clme,b_
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country music, plaving songs from Barbara their way to the floor to meet and mingle
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